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What is the vision or mission of our educational institution? 

Temple Beth El is a diverse Reform Jewish congregation dedicated to worship, study and social 
responsibili ty. The congregation, through the commitment and involvement of  our members, serves 
the spiri tual, educational and li fecycle needs of our Temple family and the greater communi ty in 
order to posi tively impact the world.  

The primary goal of TBEÕs Religious School Program is not simply knowledge acquisition, but rather 
Jewish identi ty development. However, i t is recognized that knowledge of and comfort with Jewish 
traditions, values, and practices are an essential component of  Jewish identi ty development. The 
primary goal of TBEÕs Hebrew School Program is development of  core Hebrew skills.  

 

Describe the religious environment of the congregation. 

The primary goal of TBEÕs Religious School Program is to develop in students a strong sense of 
Jewish identi ty, pride in Jewish heri tage, history and tradition, and a li felong commitment to Judaism 
and the Jewish people.   As a foundation for reaching this goal, students learn the values, practices 
and language of our faith.  Study of the Hebrew Bible and other sacred li terature, knowledge of  the 
li turgy and holiday cyle, and a comfort level with Hebrew are part of  TBE's outstanding curriculum. 
Our TBE currently serves 233 member families in the Riverside area. Our Religious School has ___ 
students and our Hebrew School ___ students.  

 

What are three of the congregation’s strengths? 

1. Temple Beth El of  Riverside has an outstanding religious education program including pre K 
to Confi rmation as well as Hebrew School and Adult Education.  We are fortunate to have 
passionate teachers who are committed to providing an excellent Jewish education. In 
addition, we of fer youth-centered activi ties generating fun, socialization and interaction such 
as Jewish cooking, singing, craf ts, social action programs, parental involvement, and 
opportuni ties for families to interact with one another in a relaxed setting. The Sunday 
school is well attended by students with f riendly, enthusiastic parents.      

2. Since we are the only Reform Temple in Riverside, our congregation serves a variety of 
Jewish populations from reform to conservative/orthodox.  Recognizing we have a very 
diverse  Jewish population, Temple Beth El provides many stimulating programs to serve 
young families, converts, seniors, youth, singles, as well as the gay and lesbian Jewish 
communi ty.  In addition, our congregation is fortunate to have a highly talented cantor and 
his wife who have served our Temple for 36 years with their creativi ty and musical talent.  
They have provided us with many musical programs open to all  in the communi ty as well as a 
fi rst-rate choir for the High Holy Days and continuous lively services with congregational 
interaction. 

3. Temple Beth El provides many opportuni ties for social interaction and accessibili ty to Jewish 
Life   with i ts Beit Midrash room (variety of  adult education programs and an extensive 
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library), Youth Lounge (for students to congregate), Social Hall  or Schmoozatorium (social 
hall  is designated as location to schmooze on Sundays and other times, including 
complementary Sunday breakfast and lunch for famil ies), monthly pot lucks for families, 
monthly Tot Shabbat service and Religious School grade services, a lovely and extensive gif t 
shop of Jewish i tems from around the world, and a warm, welcoming and friendly of fi ce staf f 
as well as many dedicated volunteers.   

What is the current status of our educational programs? 

Religious School and Hebrew School: the following describes the current yearÕs programs.  

 Temple Beth El provides breakfast and lunch through sponsorships with the hope that parents will 
use this opportuni ty to speak with faculty, to have their children reflect on what they did that day, 
and to meet other members of  the congregation. 

 
Preschool Programs 
Curriculum My Jewish Family: Chi ldren and their parents/caregivers wi l l explore topics and complete 
projects related to Judaism at home and in the synagogue, including tours of the synagogue, Jewish morning & bedtime 
ri tuals, Jewish songs & stories, Torah & Bible stories, and more 
 Hol idays & Ri tuals: Chi ldren (and their parents/caregivers who choose to attend) wi l l explore topics and 
complete projects related to practicing Judaism at home and in the synagogue 
 Jewish Playtime: With the primary intention of developing friendships and relati onships between Temple 
chi ldren, this program wi l l provide a safe, supportive, and Jewish atmosphere for play and interaction 
  Torah A l ive:     Based on a curriculum from the Union for Reform Judaism, this program is specifical ly designed to 
familiarize students wi th Torah & Bible, and develop a love for Jewish tradi tion 
 Tour of Judaism: Using the popular ÒSammy the SpiderÕs Jewish tourÓ series, this preschool curriculum gives 
students the opportuni ty to enjoy, understand, and appreciate fundamental Jewish topics. 
 

Grades K-5 Rel igious School 
Family  Family Participation Times: • Parents are encouraged to remain wi th their chi ldren for Assembly / TÕfil lah at the 
beginning of the day (9:30-10:00) and to return in time to participate wi th them for the concluding activi ty at the end of 
the day (12:15-12:30) 
Curriculum Informal Ed. Curriculum:   Students wi l l explore the hol idays when they actual ly happen, plus 2 
addi tional topics (1 each semester): 1st Semester:  Ri tuals & Tradi tions; 2nd Semester:  Rabbinic era History 
 Formal Ed. Curriculum: Each grade level has a specific topic in each of the fol lowing 5 areas:  Spiri tual i ty, 
Ethics, Ri tuals & Tradi tions, Torah & other Texts, and Jewish Identi ty: 

Grade General Area Specific Topic for 5768 
 Spiri tual i ty: G-d in our l ives 
 Ethics: 10 Commandments 
K/1 Ri tuals & Tradi tions: Jewish ri tual objects 
 Torah & Other Texts: Torah stories 
 Jewish Identi ty: Jewish things in our home and world 
 Spiri tual i ty: Tour of the synagogue/sanctuary 
 Ethics: WhatÕs a Mitzvah? 
2/3 Ri tuals & Tradi tions: Jewish tradi tions/home ri tuals/blessings 
 Torah & Other Texts: Stories from the Mishna/Talmud/Midrash 
 Jewish Identi ty: Israel geography past and present 
 Spiri tual i ty: Why does G-d have so many names? 
 Ethics: Mi tzvot in the community 
4/5 Ri tuals & Tradi tions: The Jewish L ife Cycle 
 Torah & Other Texts: What is the TaNaCh, Mishna, Talmud, Midrash 
 Jewish Identi ty: Modern Jewish History & the State of Israel 

 

Grades 6-8 Rel igious School 
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Curriculum Core Curriculum: Torah, Avodah, GÕmilut Chassadim (Torah/Text Study, the Prayer Service, and Acts 
of Lovingkindness).  Students who have completed Bar/Bat Mitzvah fulfi l l their new adul t Jewish responsibi l i t ies by 
helping guide those sti l l preparing for this milestone. 
 Sacred Choices - curriculum on adolescent relation-ships and sexual ethics: Fol lowing the Reform MovementÕs 
2006 Biennial Ini tiative, we attempt to provide a safe space for our young adul ts to discuss and learn about the ethics of 
sexual i ty and to apply Jewish values to one of the most pressing and least-discussed issues they face.  Topics include: Self-
awareness & self-worth, peer pressure and sex, assertiveness, new types of ÒfriendsÓ, relevant Jewish virtues and teachings, 
and making difficul t choices.  A first session wi l l be held specifical ly for parents to process discussing these issues wi th 
their chi ldren, and a session wi l l be held for parents before the beginning of school to understand what this curriculum 
wi l l contain. 
 
Programs for High School Students 
Confirmation    Working wi th the Social Action Committee to run the ÒMi tzvah-of-the-WeekÓ project 
 Class time wi th the Rabbi.  Various topics, wi th the overal l goals of helping teens find lasting meaning in the 
tradi tions and values of, and develop a commitment to l ifelong Jewish learning and practice 
 Beit Midrash  An individual ly-paced program consisting of a number of modules focusing on various areas of 
Jewish identi ty development.  The student wi l l be confirmed fol lowing completion of an appropriate array of the modules, 
an essay discussing their views on fundamental Jewish concepts, and completion of their ÒConfirmation Tal l i tÓ reflecting 
their Jewish identi ty. This curriculum typical ly takes 2 years. 
 

Temple Beth El Riverside has an active and well attended Adult Education program.  This past year 
these included classes on Jewish Philosophers, the State of Modern Israel, Talmud Study Group, 
Mussar,  Jewish Prayer and Practice, Jewish Cooking Workshops, How to Holidays Workshops, 
Development and Evolution of Reform Judaism, as well as a Jewish Book Club.  Future classes this 
year include Jewish Thinkers, Jewish Prayer and Shabbat Service, continuation of  the Jewish Book 
Club, and the RabbiÕs Talmud Study Group. 

What are three of the strengths of the current educational programs? 

1. Enthusiastic teachers Ð our teachers are very caring and involved and strive to act 
according to the highest standards of  Judaism., and a Melamedet who has been training our 
BÕnai Mi tzvah students for ___ years 

 2. Youth centered activi ties throughout the Religious School Program which generate fun, 
 socialization, and encourage a love of Judaism. These include Tribes Centers (grades K-5 
 organized in Tribe groups for study of specifi c topics), dancing, cooking, singing, tikkun olam 
 projects, etc.  

 3. Parental involvement through activi ties such as joint family breakfast and lunch each 
Sunday  in our Schmoozatorium. 

 

What is a challenging situation in the educational program in the congregation? 

1. Turnover rate of teachers, causing challenges in uniformi ty of teacher training sessions and 
interferes with year-to-year continuity  

2. Inconsistent leadership of Religious and Hebrew Schools (we currently have a part-time 
Rabbi) 
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List and describe three particular ski lls or areas of expertise essential for the position of 
Educator. 

1.  The Education Director will have the abili ty to relate well to parents and students.  This would 
include an even temperament, patience, abili ty to encourage reluctant students, calmly diffuse trouble 
spots, communicate well to parents and staff , and be familiar with the goals and expectations of the 
religious school. 

2.   He /She would be knowledgeable of  available material and educational curriculum, have a 
background in Jewish education, and be familiar with current education trends in Jewish Life. 

3.    This person would demonstrate the abili ty to motivate teachers to stimulate student learning, 
show good judgment on hiring and fi ring, and demonstrate strong leadership in a kind, caring, 
encouraging manner. 

 

Attachments: 

Basic Philosophy of  TBEÕs Religious School Programs 
Basic Philosophy of  TBEÕs Hebrew School Programs 
What Parents Can Expect f rom TBEÕs Religious/Hebrew School 
What TBEÕs Religious/Hebrew School Expects from Parents 
 

Basic philosophy of Temple Beth ElÕs Religious School programs 
1. The primary goal of this program is not simply knowledge acquisition, but rather Jewish identity 

development.  However, it is recognized that knowledge of and comfort with Jewish traditions, values, 
and practices are an essential component of Jewish identity development. 

2. Jewish education and identity development are a lifelong process.  We therefore provide programs for 
children all the way through 12th grade.  We reject the view of either Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Confirmation 
as the culmination of a studentÕs Jewish education. 

3. We affirm the autonomy of each Jew to make choices regarding their observance & theology, but 
simultaneously expect all members to make these choices in an informed and responsible manner, 
respectful of Jewish tradition.  Our programs are intended to empower students toward this goal. 

4. A significant goal of our programs is to build community among students, and for students to acquire 
a positive image of both Judaism and synagogue.  These goals are viewed as equally important to 
the goal of knowledge acquisition. 

5. Religious School is intended to be easily accessible to all students and families.  Therefore K-5 
Religious School programs (contrasted with Hebrew School) do not presume previous knowledge and 
do not assign homework or other work outside of class time. 

6. We view Bar/Bat Mitzvah as a critical step in a childÕs Jewish development.  Therefore beginning in 
Religious School grade 6, our programs reinforce Hebrew and prayer skills to complement Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah preparation.  

7. Our programs seek to utilize a broad range of educational modes.  All programs include both formal 
(curriculum-based) and informal (activity-based) learning environments. 
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8. We view the synagogueÕs role in Jewish identity development as secondary to, and supportive of, the 
parentsÕ role in the childÕs Jewish identity.  Therefore many programs and projects are specifically 
designed to empower family discussion, practice and participation. 

9. As the primary center for Jews in the South Valley, we provide as broad a Jewish experience as 
possible. We want our students to feel comfortable in any Jewish community, including other 
synagogues and movements, throughout their lives.  

 

Basic philosophy of Temple Beth ElÕs Hebrew School programs 
1. The primary goal of this program is development of core Hebrew skills. Hebrew is critical for a strong 

and sustainable Jewish identity for three reasons:  (1) Hebrew is the primary language of Jewish 
prayer and is therefore a way for Jews throughout the world to feel a common bond and sense of 
continuity; (2) Hebrew is the unifying language of the Jewish people worldwide and the official 
language of the Jewish homeland of Israel; (3) Hebrew is the language of our sacred texts and 
artifacts and encountering these texts in their original meaning must be done in Hebrew.  

2. We recognize Bar/Bat Mitzvah as a primary catalyst of studentsÕ Jewish identity, and recognize that 
many of the skills acquired in Hebrew School are necessary for Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  However, we 
believe that the goals and content of Hebrew School transcend simply Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation 
and should not be viewed as the primary purpose of Hebrew School.   

3. Recognizing that language acquisition requires ongoing reinforcement, we expect students to spend 
approximately 1 hour per week outside of class, spread throughout the week. 

4. Our program is limited to once-per-week class during the school year for just 5 years.  During this 
time we expect students to develop: (1) the ability to read and write Hebrew words; (2) comfort 
navigating and leading basic Jewish prayers and home rituals; (3) extremely basic prayer, Torah, and 
Modern Hebrew vocabulary; (4) extremely basic introduction to Hebrew grammar; and (5) basic 
Torah and Haftarah cantillation (chanting) skills.  We believe it is not reasonable to expect that a 
student will become conversant (much less fluent) in Hebrew in the amount of time given, but that 
they can acquire a love for the Hebrew language and a foundation for future Hebrew study. 

Approved 5766/2006 by Temple Beth ElÕs Education Committee 

 
What Parents Can Expect from Temple Beth ElÕs Religious/Hebrew 

School 
1. Living up to our commitment: ÒIf you get them there, theyÕll be glad they cameÓ 

2. A physically, emotionally, and spiritually safe environment for the children 

3. Pride in Jewish identity without any disparagement of equally-valid religious traditions of our world 

4. A commitment to Jewish identity developmentÑ not just Jewish education 

5. Undifferentiated inclusion for children whose parents / extended families may not be Jewish 

6. Class sizes of no more than 15 students 

7. Faculty who is not only committed to the childrenÕs Jewish identities, but to their own Jewish identity 
development 

8. A top-quality Jewish secondary school, utilizing the best available practices and resources 

9. Continuous, measurable improvement week-to-week and year-to-year 
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10. Listening carefully to, and taking seriously, feedback from parents 

11. A sincere attempt to meet any reasonable request or special need 

12. A serious attempt to act according to the highest standards of Judaism, and prompt 
acknowledgement and rectification when we fail in this goal. 

13. Clear and frequent communication with parents, at least once per class session 

14. Written feedback at least twice per year specific to each student 

15. Resources for parents to help their children 

16. Resources and opportunities for parents to develop their own Jewish identities & knowledge 

17. Safe situations for parents to discuss their own questions / ambivalences about Jewish identity 

 

 

What Temple Beth ElÕs Religious/Hebrew School Expects from Parents  
1. That you and all the childÕs caregivers have agreed to raise your child with a Jewish identityÑ Parents 

who have not made this decision should meet with the Rabbi before enrolling their children in 
Religious School programs. 

2. That participation in Religious & Hebrew School will be at least as important as other Òextra-curricularÓ 
activitiesÑ this is the one program in your childÕs life specifically intended to help them be a good 
person when they grow up. 

3. That the decision whether children should attend Religious / Hebrew School all the way through High 
School should be made by parents, not by childrenÑ no 11-year-old in their right mind chooses 
Hebrew School over playing Nintendo or going out with friends.  Our goal is to empower the childÕs 
choice when they are adults on their own. 

4. That you will take an interest in your childÕs Jewish learning, reinforcing the teaching at home, and 
encouraging your childÕs enthusiasmÑ ultimately, children get their religious identity from their 
parents. 

5. That you treat the synagogue as an important help to your decision to raise your child with a Jewish 
identityÑ not as the organization responsible for giving your child a Jewish identity. 

6. 1 hour of homework time for Hebrew school outside of class, divided on at least 3 different days 

7. Recognition that not every special request or special need can be accommodated, and the familyÕs 
attempt to work within the general parameters of the program when at all possible 

Approved 5766/2006 by Temple Beth ElÕs Education Committee 

 


